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from Quebec and was taken but we have the pleasure of informing you that
she was soon after retaken by the Somerset, one of the ships belonging to
Admiral Boscawen's squadron which was also on its return from Louisburgh,
and was carried to Milford Haven.
6.    The Falmouth in a sickly distressed condition arrived at Glenock near
Glasgow in Scotland on the 6th November.
7.    Of the ships Prince Edward, Lord Anson and York which sailed from
St. Helena on the 20th August the two first named got safe to Limerick in the
river Shannon in Ireland on die 2nd November but the York was unfortu-
nately stranded and wrecked near the mouth of that river.   The people were
all saved but the cargo except a few bales of Surat goods and some others of
little value is entirely lost.
8.    It has been extremely fortunate for the Company that the arrival of
their ships at die several before-mentioned places should be so very late in the
season, and the more so for their long detention there for convoy and other
incidents, as the time of their arrival in England must from their respective
situations be different.   We refer you therefore to the accompanying lists for
all information in this particular.
9.    There are so many difficulties occur to prevent our ships coming to
their moorings in the river Thames from Ireland, Scotland or wherever else
they go to after they leave St. Helena and in consequence of our orders as they
now stand the book packets are to be kept on the board until they get to
their said moorings, by which means we are deprived of making use in time
of your diarys, accounts and many material books proper to be inspected
before the dispatch of our shipping for India, which from  what  is  before
mentioned you may observe is the case this year in a very particular manner.
To remedy therefore this great inconvenience you must in future, so long as
the war continues, give positive orders to every commander you dispatch to
send us the book packets as well as all others he is entrusted with from the
first port he arrives at, whether in England, Scotland or Ireland, with the care
and precautions mentioned in our instructions to them.
10.   The ships Essex,  Valentine, Pocockf Sufolkf Denlwm, and Oxford
bound first to Fort St. George and then to China, the Calcutta for the island
of Madeira and then to Fort St. George and Bengal, the Royal George for
Fort St. George, also the four direct ships for Canton and Limpao, Hector,
Walpole, Edgecote and Chesterfield, after a tedious  detention by  contrary
winds, left Spithead on the 16th February.
11.   You were informed in our last letter that three companys of the
battallion of His Majesty's troops were embarked on the six first named ships
which were to be landed at Fort St. George and from thence forwarded to you
by the first conveyances that offered.
12.    The remainder of the battallion as was also intimated in the said letter
now proceeds on His Majesty's squadron and our ships the Ajax, Stormont,
and Houghton the commanders of which three last arc under orders to pro-
ceed directly for Bengal and we apprehend also that the men-of-war wiE do
the same that the troops may be landed without difficulty or loss of time*   As
soon as you hear of die arrival of all or any of the said ships you must take
the necessary measures for disembarking the troops as soon and as conveniently